THE LAND OF BLESSINGS (8 days – 7 nights)
Day 1
Arrival day
Day 2
Umm Qays
The site of the ancient Greco-Roman city of Gadara, a member of the Decapolis, that is mentioned in
the New Testament as the site where Jesus cast out demons and sent them into pigs, who then ran into
the sea (Matthew 8:28-34).
Ajloun and Anjara
A local tradition at the town of Anjara, in the hills of Gilead east of the valley, recounts that Jesus, His
disciples, and His mother Mary passed through this town and rested there in a cave, which has been
commemorated in the form of a modern church to Our Lady of the Mountain.
Jerash
The ancient city of Jerash boasts an unbroken chain of human occupation dating back more than 6,500
years. The city's golden age came under Roman rule and the site is now generally acknowledged to be
one of the best-preserved Roman provincial towns in the world. Hidden for centuries in sand before
being excavated and restored over the past 70 years, Jerash reveals a fine example of the grand, formal
provincial Roman urbanism that is found throughout the Middle East.
Back to Amman
Day 3
Al Raqeem Cave (Cave of the Seven Sleepers)
The great skeletons of the cavemen were pooled together in a small area, which can be seen through a
small glass opening. Reports on the authenticity of the site, as cited in the Holy Quran swing between
affirmation and negation. Al Raqeem cave is a part of a Byzantine grave yard on the foot of a mountain.
The Qur’an says “the People of the Cave and the Raqeem” (18:9).
Umm Ar-Rasas
Is an important archaeological site that was declared a World Heritage Site in 2004. Its structures date
from the 3rd to 9th centuries and most have not yet been excavated. The site is especially known for its
magnificent Byzantine mosaics, which have been uncovered in two churches dating from the 6th and
8th centuries.
Mukawir
The 1st century AD Roman-Jewish historian, Josephus, identifies the awe-inspiring site of Mukawir
(Machaerus) as the palace/fort of Herod, who was the Roman-appointed ruler over the region during
the life of Jesus Christ. It was here, at this hilltop fortified palace, overlooking the Dead Sea region and
the distance hills of Palestine and Israel that Herod Antipas, the son of Herod, imprisoned and
beheaded John the Baptist after Salome’s fateful dance.
Transfer to Madaba
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THE LAND OF BLESSINGS (8 days – 7 nights)
Day 4
Madaba and Mount Nebo
Madaba has a very long history stretching from the Neolithic period. The town of Madaba was once a Moabite
border city, mentioned in the Bible in Numbers 21:30 and Joshua 13:9. Madaba dates from the Middle Bronze Age.
It has become known as the "City of the Mosaics" for the many Byzantine mosaics that have been uncovered
throughout the city. The most famous of these is the Madaba Map, a 6th-century mosaic map of the Holy Land.
Move to Petra
Day 5
Visit Petra Site
Petra is the legacy of the Nabateans, an industrious Arab people who settled in southern Jordan more than 2,000
years ago. Admired then for its refined culture, massive architecture and ingenious complex of dams and water
channels, Petra is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site that enchants visitors from all corners of the globe.
Wadi Rum
A maze of monolithic rockscapes rises up from the desert floor to heights of 1,750m creating a natural challenge
for serious mountaineers. Hikers can enjoy the tranquility of the boundless empty spaces and explore the canyons
and water holes to discover 4000-year-old rock drawings and the many other spectacular treasures this vast
wilderness holds in store.
Move to Aqaba
Day 6
Aqaba
Famed for its preserved coral reefs and unique sea life, this Red Sea port city was, in ancient times, the main port
for shipments from the Red Sea to the Far East. The Mameluk Fort, one of the main historical landmarks of Aqaba,
was rebuilt by the Mameluks in the 16th century. Square in shape and flanked by semicircular towers, the fort is
marked with various inscriptions marking the latter period of the Islamic dynasty.
Dead Sea
Lots Cave
The infamous Sodom and Gomorrah and other cities of the Dead Sea plain, or (Cities of the Valley) were the
subjects of some of the most dramatic and enduring Old Testament stories, including that of Lot, whose wife was
turned into a pillar of salt for disobeying God’s will. Lot and his two daughters survived and fled to a cave near the
small town of Zoar (modern-day Safi).
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THE LAND OF BLESSINGS (8 days – 7 nights)
Day 7
The Baptism Site
The site of John the Baptist's settlement at Bethany beyond the Jordan, where Jesus was baptized,
has long been known from the Bible (John 1:28 and 10:40) and from the Byzantine and medieval
texts.The Bethany area sites formed part of the early Christian pilgrimage route between Jerusalem,
the Jordan River, and Mount Nebo. The area is also associated with the biblical account of how the
Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias in Arabic) ascended to heaven in a whirlwind on a chariot of fire.
Back to Dead Sea
Day 8
Departure from QAIA
Good Bye
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